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sidered both by the medical attendant and by an expert to be
non-infectious. Dissenting from this view the removal of the
patient was ordered, a course of action which was subse-
quently held to have been within the rights of the medical
-officer of health.
May I also take the liberty of directing the attention of

your correspondents to Section 7 of the Duties of the Medical
Officer of Health as laid down by the Local Government
Board? " On receiving information of the outbreak of any
contagious, infectious, or epidemic disease of a dangerous
character within the district, he shall visit the spot without
-delay and inquire into the causes and circumstances of such
outbreak, and in case he is not satisfied that all due precau-
tions are being taken, he shall advise the persons competent
to act as to the means which may appear to him to be required
to prevent the extention of the disease, and, so far as he may
be lawfully authorised, assist in the execution of the same."

These regulations came into force in 1880, before the days
of notification. Now that medical practitioners are compelled
to send information of such outbreaks to medical officers of
health, has time diminished or increased the obligations
weighing upon those whose duty is the preservation of the
public health ? We have still to learn what amount of good
the public are reaping from paying for compulsory notifica-
tion. It is for the medical officers of health to demonstrate
that the working of the Act is conferring such a substantial
benefit as may justly be expected.-I am, etc.,
South Hampstead, N.W. J. H. E. BROcK.

SCHOOLBOYS AND THEIR FOOD.
SIR,-The question of the feeding of boys at school has again

come to the front, and justly so, and it will, I trust, arise
again and again until the grievances are remedied. As girls
are inferior beings their bringing up at school has scareely
yet been deemed worthy of consideration, so I, like the pub-
lic, will for the moment ignore them. My advice to boys and to
parents is cry aloud, and over and over again; perhaps those
who should remedy the evils are sleeping, or peradventure
they are hunting, or fishing, or mountaineering; at all events
they do not heed the cry. The grievances in a boarding-house
or a school are frequently known to everyone except the mas-
ter, who should know them, and it is my opinion that they
,can never be really redressed until every master courts com-
plaints from his present pupils, and, above all, from his old
pupils, instead of snubbing any boy who complains, and mak-
ing it so hot for him that, literally, boys dare not on this
subject state their grievances to him. Before any remedy can
be found masters must recognise the fact that it is the boys
alone who know where the shoe pinches. They should be
invited, whenever anything is wrong with the food, to bring
a specimen of it to him immediately after the meal is
finished, and ask him then and there whether the food is as it
should be. This would be a far better process than complain-
ing to the parents in the holidays, and writing justly indig-
nant anonymous letters to the newspapers when the evidence
is beyond the range of proof, and every master denies the
facts, and the conscientious master suffers in reputation with
him who has no conscience in the matter whatever. It is
often, I admit, the boys alone who know and suffer when the
milk is sour, the meat tainted, and the bread sour. But
my point is that the master commits a grave dereliction of
duty when he does not know it. When such is the case a
cruel wrong is perpetrated, and the boy's constitution carries
the wrong that has been done him to his dying day.
But it must be added that the grievances are not all real,

some are imaginary. For instance, there is nothing so capri-
cious under the sun as the stomach of a boy who is too plenti-
iully supplied with pocket money with which he purchases
the delicacies of the pastrycook, so that plain, wholesome
food cannot be eaten. In such a case it is the parent who is
to blame rather than the master, though we cannot exonerate
him from all blame, for such matters should be under the
control of the school authorities.
Those who know most of the inner working of our public

schools are cognisant of the fact that there is no public school
in England to which these strictures are not applicable; but
it is important to bear in mind that our large public schools
are composed of many boarding-houses, to some of which

they do not apply, for in some of these boarding-houses the
feeding, and, in fact, all their arrangements, manifest the
greatest conscientiousness and thoughtfulness in every detail
on the part of the master, and prove of lifelong value to those
boys who have the good fortune to pass their years of growth
and development under his care.
But if some-even though it be a small proportion-board-

ing-houses are thus conducted, it will be asked, Why not all?
There it is that individuality comes in, for masters are not
simply automatic machines. Were this the case, boys might
obtain what they are entitled to if their parents " put their
penny in the slot." But as it is they have to reckon with
human nature, and all her idiosyncrasies and frailties.
Therefore all that parents can do, and this they sometimes
seriously neglect to do, is to make minute inquiries, and not
take it for granted that all human beings are cast in the same
mould, for this error in judgment may mean life-long injury
to their children.

Dr. Clement Dukes has, in his work on School Diet (a work
which should be in the hands of every parent and master),
pointed out with minuteness where the wrongs lie, and their
remedies. They are too many and various for me to do more
than point out a few of the main faults.

1. Where a deficiency of food exists, all that can be said is
that this is one that is wanting in common honesty; it is no
myth, and it is one not only of sausages, and such like tit-
bits, but even vegetables will not go round, and the earliest
applicants, usually the big boys, have their fill at the expense
of the smaller boys, who are the great sufferers at all schools,
and do not receive the supervision that is their due.

2. Where the food is coarse and the cooking bad, it arises
mainly from a failure of duty, for we often hear it asserted
that "anything is good enough for boys;" and yet those
masters are handsomely paid to provide the best of food. But
partly, I trust, from ignorance of the injury that is conveyed
to those who should have been shielded from its incidence.

3. Where the variety is insufficient it arises from the in-
competence of the caterer, and a few lessons in housekeeping
would remove this fault, for this is a serious one and should
not exist. For the monotony of diet does not only occur in
the meat foods, but also to a still greater extent in school
puddings.
Now the testimony of boys, parents, and doctors is incon-

trovertible on this subject, although masters only too fre-
quently deny or ignore it. Therefore the case must be taken
as proved. At no period of life is the feeding of the young of
greater importance than at the school age; for during this
period of life they work hard, play hard, and their main
growth has to take place. Moreover, they have not yet learnt
from experience the necessity for careful mastication, but
bolt their food, often from necessity, without any thought of
the consequences, and this, with the very imperfect cooking,
lays the seeds of life-long indigestion. Where, in addition,
the food supply is scanty, imperfect growth and development
only can take place, with detriment to the individual and the
race.-I am, etc., SCIOLASTICUS.

WHAT IS AN ASEPTIC WOUND?
SIR,-Owing to the holidays I have only just had the

pleasure of reading Mr. Maylard's letter in the BRITISH
MEDICAL JOURNAL of August 6th, 1892. I gather from his
remarks that he hardly appreciates that the report from
which he quotes is a continuation of one published in the
BRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL on October 25th, 1890. I venture
to think that had he seen the first report be would have found
answers to some of his questions.
With regard to my use of the word " aseptic," a glance at the

writings of British or foreign surgeons will show that it is
used every day in the sense in which I have employed it. I
I have merely given it a strict definition. I cannot help
thinking that the difficulty which Mr. Maylard, and I believe
others, have in accepting the definition is due to misappre-
hension. In my preliminary report I wrote: " It is proposed
...... to confine the use of the word aseptic to wounds which
contained no microbes, and to apply the word septic to those
which did." The word "antiseptic "is also used, but I did not
think it necessary to define such a well-known term. How?
ever, to avoid ambiguity, it is printed in italics and always


